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On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the West Carrollton Education Foundation (WCEF), 

I would like to thank all of our donors for their support!  This was another very successful 

year, and we could not have done it without you. 

 

The 6th annual Spring Gala was held in April at the University of Dayton Arena, Boesch 

Lounge.  It was the culmination of highlights for the year.  During the event, WCEF 

awarded grants to teachers of the West Carrollton School District totaling more than 

$10,000.  These grants provide supplemental funding of innovative and creative 

opportunities to encourage student growth and development.  Former school superintendent, Dr. Rusty Clifford, 

and district alumnus and volunteer David Biggs were inducted into the Distinguished Service Hall of Fame.  

Teachers Heather Augenstein, Ashley Cable, Michael Downing, Neil Manning, and Leigh Sanner were honored 

as Excellence in Education recipients.  After a rigorous evaluation process, I was honored to present Neil as the 

2018 Dickinson Thetford Guiler award recipient during the District’s opening day ceremony. 

 

This year, WCEF engaged a consulting group to facilitate development of a strategic plan for the organization.  

One of our key goals is to complete the fundraising effort to build a $250,000 endowment.  We encourage you 

to support this effort by making a current donation, and considering the WCEF as part of your legacy planning.  

This endowment is critical in order to sustain the mission of WCEF for the benefit of all the students who will 

walk the halls of our schools.  We hope we can count on your support, and that you will share this information 

with others. 

 

Please give generously, and remember that your gift is tax-deductible, and greatly appreciated.  Happy holidays 

to you and your family! 

 

Carrie W. Cummings, President 

West Carrollton Education Foundation 

Board of Trustees 

Spring Gala Update 

Approximately one hundred people attended the 2018 Spring Gala which was held in 

the Boesch Lounge at UD Arena. The Gala included a silent auction and cocktails 

followed by a delicious dinner and the presentation of annual awards. Recognition 

included the presentation of new members of the Distinguished Service Hall of Fame, 

the Excellence in Education Awards which are given for outstanding teaching, and the 

awarding of classroom grants for innovative teaching and creative projects. 



West Carrollton Education Foundation Annual Fundraising Campaign 
 

Founded in 1989, the West Carrollton Education Foundation was one of the first in the Dayton Area to benefit a 

public school system. The Foundation is guided by its mission to enrich the educational experiences of West 

Carrollton’s 3,600 students. Through teacher grants, special projects, and community recognition, the Foundation 

supports innovation, research, and special opportunities for students that would not otherwise be available. Thanks to 

our donors’ generosity, the West Carrollton Education Foundation is making a positive difference in the education of 

West Carrollton’s students.  

 

Donations can be made to the Foundation’s general fund or they can be designated for use in a special area such as:  

 

Performing and Visual Arts Grants:  Supporting ongoing efforts to provide West Carrollton students exposure to a 

wide variety of performing and visual arts. 

 

Innovative Teaching Grants:  Supporting the development of innovative projects that go beyond regular classroom 

responsibilities and to share these projects so they benefit their colleagues and students. 

 

Global Awareness Grants: Supporting exploration of social, political and economic issues of global concern to create 

well-informed citizens who understand interconnectedness, value diversity, and have the ability to take action in 

meaningful ways.  

 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math Grants: Supporting projects that engage students in a wide variety of 

STEM fields to advance learning and support the acquisition of STEM knowledge at all ages, particularly for at-risk 

youth.  

Gifts Are Tax-Deductible  

The West Carrollton Education Foundation and its funds are components of The Dayton Foundation.  Leadership for 

the West Carrollton Education Foundation rests in our own community.  Fiscal oversight is maintained by The Day-

ton Foundation, which serves the Dayton/Miami Valley area.  This partnership allows for the West Carrollton School 

District community to benefit from local leadership and profit from resources pooled with others in investment 

growth.  Your gifts to the WCEF are tax-deductible, and should be directed to:   

 

West Carrollton Education Foundation 

Attn: Treasurer, WCEF 

430 East Pease Ave. 

West Carrollton, OH 45449.  

 

 More information is available by calling (937) 859-5121 ext 1119. 

7th Annual Spring Gala Announced 

Mark your calendars now for the Foundation’s 7th annual Spring Gala to 

be held Thursday, April 25, 2019 at the Boesch Lounge at UD Arena. 

The Spring Gala is the Foundation’s year-end celebration of the positive 

things happening in the West Carrollton School District. You will 

not want to miss this year’s event! The theme for the 2019 gala is 

“WCEF: Supporting Great Classroom Teaching.” 

 



2018 Donors 

The West Carrollton Education Foundation would like to thank the following donors for their support.  With-

out their generous contributions, nothing we do would be possible! 

Pirate Society ($1000 and above)   
Ms. Donna J. Biery 

Mr. Thomas L. Wolf 

West Carrollton Education Association 

 

Pirate Benefactor ($500—$999) 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Haag 

Levin Porter Associates 

Moraine Rotary 

Sanner Funeral Home 

 

Pirate Patron ($250—$499) 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cochran 

Mrs. Estelle Tracy 

Farmers & Merchants Bank 

 

Pirate Sponsor ($100—$249) 

Ms. Jenn Baumaster 

Mrs. Janine Corbett  

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin D. Cummings 

Mrs. Paula Ferriell 

Mr. Dorian Glover 

Mr. & Mrs. Dana Green 

Mrs. Sharon Kolberg 

Mr. Joseph Lipinski 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas J. Mescher 

Mr. Craig Myers 

Ms. Shannon Rike 

Mrs. Janet Schieman 

Mr. Ryan Slone 

Dr. & Mrs. Brad Snider 

Mr. Glen Tracy Williams 

DayAir Credit Union 

Dayton Progress 

El Rancho Grande 

Germantown Fraternal Order of  Eagles 

Kroger Company 

Reynolds Machinery 

Schwan's Food 

Skyline Chili 

Tracy & Tracy Co, LPA 

Twin Maples Veterinary 

Ty-Pay LLC Closetworks 

 

 

Pirate Friend ($1—$99) 

Ms. Lori Balazs 

Mrs. Tamy Ball 

Mr. Devon Berry 

Mrs. Kara Blommel 

Mrs. Yvonne Brinkman 

Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Campbell 

Mr. Joseph E. Clements, III 

Dr. & Mrs. Rusty Clifford 

Ms. Victoria Colwell 

Ms. Christina Day 

Ms. Suzanne N. Donnelly 

Mr. Scott K. Doyle 

Mrs. Pam Dudley 

Mrs. Monica Fee 

Ms. Megan E. Geist 

Ms. Amy D. Gerken 

Mr. Roger Gibson 

Mrs. Lisa A. Gore 

Ms. Lisa Green 

Ms. Nicole Guy 

Mrs. Candice Haffner 

Ms. Kimberly Hall 

Mr. Donald W. Henry 

Mr. Murl Huffman 

Mrs. Pamela L. Jacobs 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack G. Jensen 

Ms. Jennifer L. Keck 

Ms. Amy M. Kincer 

Mr. Kevin Kincer 

Mrs. Jenn Linebaugh 

Mrs. Brittany Littlefield 

Mrs. Jenn Longworth 

Mrs. Robin Manning 

Ms. Jennifer M. Mattingly 

Mrs. Beth Maxwell 

Ms. Caroline Meadors 

Mr. Eric W. Mecca 

Ms. Brenda Milano 

Mrs. Jodi Morris 

Ms. Morgan Nandrasy 

Mr. Michael Neal 

Ms. Kathryn E. Nicoll 

Mrs. Doreen O'Brien 

Mrs. Christina Oda 

Ms. Sara A. Opperman 

Mrs. Starr Parsons 

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Reed 

Mr. Brian Repka 

Ms. Jennifer M. Reumann 

Ms. Deidre A. Roberts 

Mrs. Grace Saule 

Mrs. Angie Shockley 

Ms. Alyssa P. Springer 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stealey 

Ms. Rosalyn F. Suprenant 

Mr. Roy Swanson 

Mr. and Mrs. Russel S. Toadvine 

Mr. Brad H. Thobe 

Mrs. Kerri A. Vanderpool 

Mr. Steve Whitacre 

Ms. Elizabeth A. Wilson 

The Dayton Foundation 

Ron's Pizza 

Sponsorship Opportunities Available 
 

We are pleased to invite you to be one of the sponsors for our upcoming Spring Gala. WCEF is hosting this 

event to fulfill our mission to raise private funds to distribute to teachers in the form of grants for student enrich-

ment initiatives that are not covered through school district funding. These grants supplement West Carrollton 

School dollars, and help provide the well-balanced educational approach deserved by students of our district.  

All funds raised are for the benefit of The West Carrollton Education Foundation.  All gifts are tax-deductible, 

and sponsoring businesses and individuals will receive an acknowledgement letter from The Dayton Foundation.  
 

Please review our sponsorship levels outlined below. 
 

$500 – Grant Sponsorship and ½ page program advertisement 

$250 – ½ page program advertisement 

$100 – Business card sized program advertisement 

$25   – Donation listing in program 
 

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor please contact Angela Shockley 

at (937)545-6386 or emailing at shockleyfamily@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:shockleyfamily@sbcglobal.net


2018 Foundation Grants 

This year the Foundation awarded 9 classroom grants with a combined value of over $10,000. Classroom grants are 

funded privately and are used to supplement enrichment opportunities for all students. All West Carrollton teachers 

are eligible to apply for a Foundation grant. The grants are competitively scored and ranked with the highest ranked 

grants receiving funding. 

 The Foundation typically receives requests for between twenty and twenty-five grants per year. WCEF is interested 

in projects that allow students to do such things as create a product, conduct an experiment, grow or tend living 

things, or learn a new skill. The project should engage the students and lead to the acquisition of new knowledge, 

awareness, or self-discovery. Work on the 2018-19 grants has already begun! 

 

2018 WCEF Grant Winners 

Robin Halter & Samantha Murdoch (Shade) - Preschool to Pirates - $2,000.00 

 

Brian Repka & Josh Sherman (Middle School) - Time for Coding and Legos- $1,000.00 

 

Jenn Longworth, Brittany Littlefield, & Nicole Laughter (Holliday) - PBIS Fun/STEM Fridays - $500.00 

Sponsorship for this grant is provided by Tom Wolf in memory of Susan Wolf 

 

Jennifer Linebaugh (Schnell) – Document Cameras in the 21st Century Classroom - $1,680.00 

 

Jennifer Baumaster (High School) - Modeling Technology Skills - $1,770.00 

 

Dawn Kincer (Schnell) – The Books on the Bus Go Round and Round - $1,755.00 

 

Emily Bogue & Nick Stotts (Schnell) - Technology and Learning Team Up! - $709.00 

 

Marissa Yeakley, Amy Burr, & Trisha Martin (Holliday) - Hands-on Phonics - $472.00 

Sponsorship for this grant is provided by Moraine Rotary in memory of Bob Rosencrans 

 

Carol Carrier (Russell) - Got M.I.L.K.?  - $400.00 

We are always looking to add 

members to the “I am a Pirate” 

crew! 
 

To nominate someone, please contact any WCEF board member or see the 

WCEF page  under the Our Community area at 

www.westcarrolltonschools.com! 



Every spring the WCEF awards its Excellence in Education Awards to teachers who demonstrate a commitment 

to excellence and leadership within the West Carrollton Schools. These individuals are nominated by their build-

ing principals and are celebrated as a part of the Foundation’s spring gala. In June, these same individuals are 

then interviewed by an independent panel to determine who will be selected as the Distinguished Educator of the 

Year. 

Dickinson Thetford Guiler worked in the West Carrollton School District for 38 years. His career included roles 

as a teacher, principal, and assistant superintendent. After he retired, Mr. Guiler extended his career by serving as 

a member of the district Board of Education. Guiler was a highly respected educator in and out of the state of 

Ohio. When he passed away in 1997 he left a substantial financial legacy to Miami University’s teacher educa-

tion program in honor of his mother and father, and his estate is a significant benefactor to both the Education 

Recognition Association (ERA) and the Foundation. The Guiler Distinguished Educator of the Year award is 

named in his honor as is the auditorium at the senior high school. 

The Distinguished Educator of the Year award is the highest honor the West Carrollton School District bestows 

on the members of its professional staff. These award winners form a Fellowship that signifies a commitment to 

excellence that is exceptional and a dedication to the children of the school district that goes far above the norm.  

WCEF Recognizes Outstanding Teaching 

Neil Manning was selected as the 2018 Guiler  Award winner . Neil is a 4th grade teacher at 

CF Holliday, though, during his 18-year career he has also taught 3rd and 5th grades.  Neil has 

been successful at all three grade levels because of his ability to adapt his teaching style, 

understanding of content, and talent for successfully reaching students. 

Being an excellent teacher means being involved beyond the classroom. Neil was instrumental 

in reviving Holliday’s Veterans’ Day program and is co-coordinator of the Media Club. He has 

organized a Garden Club and coaches the Asset Building Association basketball league. Every 

year Neil volunteers countless hours to the production of the school district’s spring musical. 

Outside of school, Neil runs a summer education camp, is a member of the West Carrollton 

YMCA board, and is active in in the local Boy Scouts. Neil does these activities because he understands the 

importance of building relationships with students. 

Neil recently explored ways to improve his student’s math scores, and after some research discovered that learning 

and playing chess each day had the potential to help students learn math. Neil wrote a grant to purchase chess 

boards and pieces, then spent time during lunch teaching his students how to play chess.  Scores went up! 

WCEF is very proud to announce Neil Manning as the district’s most distinguished educator for 2018! 

Robert Alspach 

Martin Auer 

Donna Biery 

Diane Billman 

Melissa Bosticco 

Georgia Cadic 

Donna Campbell 

Lawrence Campbell, Ph.D. 

Pat Carson 

Loraine Dorn 

Scott Doyle 

Steve Flickinger 

Mark Galvin 

Barbara Gardecki 

Fred Gehron 

Susan Ghearing 

Roger Gibson 

Patricia Ingram 

Denise Jenks 

Kathy Lakes 

Linda Langley 

Neil Manning 

Susan Mark 

Lisa Mason 

Denise McClure 

Jennifer McDougall 

Bonnie McNabb 

Brenda Milano 

Anne Moran 

Lesley Mosher 

Michael Newman 

Alice Pace 

Kim Patrick 

Joann Poock 

Karen Potts 

Elizabeth Rieger 

Sheila Sanders 

Michelle Sewell 

Thomas Shafer 

Diane Shirley 

Butch Smith 

Jeanne Smith 

Wayne Smith 

Lon Swihart 

Melissa Thompson 

Nathan Thompson 

Korine Toadvine 

Cara Tobey 

Catherine Vickers 

Lori Williams 

Alvine Wilson 

Teri Wolff 

Gail Young 

Karen Young 

Guiler Fellowship of Educators 



Excellence in Education Awards 

Every spring the WCEF awards its Excellence in Education Awards to teachers who demonstrate a commitment to 

excellence and leadership within the West Carrollton Schools.  These individuals are nominated by their building 

principals and are celebrated as a part of the Foundation’s spring gala.  Earning recognition as an Excellence in 

Education Award winner is the first step in a process that leads to the selection of the Dickinson Thetford Guiler 

Fellowship of Educators. 

2018 Excellence in Education Award Winners 

Leigh Sanner 

Walter Shade 

Elementary 

Heather 

Augenstein 

Frank Nicholas 

Neil Manning 

C.F. Holliday Elementary 

 

Ashley Cable 

Harold Schnell Elementary 

Michael 

Downing 

Harry Russell 

Elementary 

Additional Opportunities to support WCEF! 

If you don’t already have your Kroger card going to an organization, you can sign up give Com-

munity Rewards to West Carrollton Education Foundation.  This is so easy, and best of all, com-

pletely FREE for you! You can sign up online at www.kroger.com/communityrewards.  Our or-

ganization name is West Carrollton Education Foundation, or you can enter our organization num-

ber (RN701).  If you have questions please call Angie at (937) 545-6386. 

If you shop at Gordon’s Food Service (GFS), it is easy to support The West Carrollton Education 

Foundation.  When you check out be sure to tell the cashier you are supporting West Carrollton 

Education Foundation before they start scanning your order.  It’s a quick and easy way to support 

the Foundation and it is of no cost to you. 

Do you like to shop online and have food delivered to your door?  Go to https://www.schwans-

cares.com/c/42305 and order your items.  Be sure you are linked to the current West Carrollton 

Education Fundraiser.  They will give a percent of your order to WCEF. 

Supporting Excellence in 

Education for over 25 Years! 

http://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
https://www.schwans-cares.com/c/42305
https://www.schwans-cares.com/c/42305


2017 Hall of Fame Inductees 
 

Rusty Clifford, Ph.D. 

In the 19 years Rusty Clifford served as West Carrollton’s superintendent, the district 

made a remarkable transformation.   

The day he arrived the district was notified it had achieved zero academic indicators on 

the state report card and would be rated in academic emergency. The district had no 

financial plan and teetered at the brink of insolvency. District facilities had been 

neglected for years. 

The long road to change began when Rusty focused district improvement on individual 

and organizational learning, a strong commitment to fiscal accountability, open two-

way communication with stakeholders, and a pledge to place student success at the 

forefront of decision-making. 

As a result of Rusty’s initiatives, West Carrollton rose from Academic Emergency to Excellent.  He and the Board 

of Education were able to balance income and expenditures for 10 years with the general fund balance growing 

steadily.  Facilities were upgraded and recognized for excellence by the U.S. EPA’s Indoor Air Quality Tools for 

School Award.  The school community’s satisfaction rating (A or B) stood at 92% while the teachers and facilities 

were given satisfaction ratings of 93% and 95% respectively. 

David Biggs 

 

Dave Biggs is a Pirate from the class of 1978.  His three children all graduated from 

West Carrollton schools, and he has a granddaughter who will graduate in May. 

Dave has always pursued his passion of photography, and several years ago he 

approached our athletic director and volunteered to photograph school athletic events. 

Since that time, Dave has taken countless pictures of Pirates playing sports of all kinds.  

The photos are made available to students, parents, and the district at no charge.  He has 

made a huge time commitment attending various events and editing and downloading 

images to the athletic web site. 

Dave has taken the time to learn about the camera equipment used by the district so that he can volunteer with high 

school students during the summer to teach them about camera operation before the school year begins. 

Dave’s dedication and behind the scenes work make him a great addition to the Distinguished Service Hall of Fame. 

Nominations for Distinguished Service Hall of Fame 

The WCEF annually inducts up to 4 people per year into the Distinguished Service Hall of Fame.  Nominations 

may be given in three categories: West Carrollton graduate, current or former employee, and community member. 

Nominees should have made a distinguished and significant contribution toward the beneficial growth and 

education of students in the West Carrollton community, or shall be West Carrollton graduates who have 

distinguished themselves in their chosen fields of endeavor resulting in honor and recognition both for themselves 

and for the West Carrollton School District. Nominees may be living or deceased. 

To submit a nomination, please contact Carrie Cummings at cwcummings01@gmail.com 

mailto:cwcummings01@gmail.com


Visit us on the web at www.westcarrolltonschools.com/pages/wcef or visit the 

West Carrollton Education Foundation page on facebook! 

West Carrollton Education Foundation 

430 E. Pease Avenue 

West Carrollton, OH  45449 

We Need Your Support!! 

If you have any questions about the West Carrollton Education Foundation, or you would like to volunteer or 

make a contribution, please contact any of the trustees listed below, and we will be happy to speak with you. 

Carrie Cummings 

President 

cwcummings01@gmail.com 

Jeffrey Sanner 

jsanner068@yahoo.com 

Don Schweitzer 

Vice President 

dschweitzer@dayair.org 

Brad Snider, MD 

Secretary 

bdsnider@mvh.org 

Mark Miller 

mmiller@pcstitch.com 

Lisa Green 

Board of Ed. Liaison 

lgreen@wcsd.k12.oh.us 

Brenda Milano 

bmilano@wcsd.k12.oh.us  
Don Henry 

Treasurer 

boe_dhenry@wcsd.k12.oh.us 

«FirstName» «LastName» 

«Name 2» 

«Address» 

«City», «State»  «Zip» 

Angie Shockley 

shockleyfamily@sbcglobal.net 

Larry Campbell, PhD 

lcampbellphd@gmail.com 

mailto:cwcummings01@gmail.com
mailto:jsanner068@yahoo.com
mailto:dschweitzer@dayair.org
mailto:bdsnider@mvh.org
mailto:mmiller@pcstitch.com
mailto:lgreen@wcsd.k12.oh.us
mailto:bmilano@wcsd.k12.oh.us
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